Dohn v. Lovell, 3 June 1988.
The Court held that language in the Georgia Voluntary Sterilization Act requiring "a full and reasonable medical explanation" to be given to a person wishing to be sterilized "as to the meaning and consequences" of the operation necessarily requires that the explanation be given as to the method to be employed. It rejected the argument of physicians in a medical malpractice suit that they needed to give an explanation only of the intended results of sterilization and that they could not be sued for medical malpractice unless they had been negligent in performing the actual sterilization.